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The plumage of the female C. maillardi agrees very well with the 
description given by M. Jules Verreaux of the male in its first 
year. 

In Dr. Hartlaub’s ‘ Ornithologischer Beitrag zur Fauna Ma- 
dagascars,’ the Asiatic Circus melanoleucus is given as an inha- 
bitant of the Island of Bourbon (see p. 21). The description 
there given is, however, that of the adult male of the present 
Harrier (Circus maillardi), being, indeed, taken from the typical 
example of this species. Independently of the difference of 
coloration which distinguishes these two Harriers, and which 
may be seen at once on comparison of our plate with that given by 
Levaillant (Ois. d’Afr. pl. 32) of the Asiatic bird, the Bourbon 
Harrier differs in size and general proportions, as may be noticed 
by the Table of Admeasurements ; and its legs and claws are de- 
cidedly stouter. | 


XVI.—Notes on Birds observed in Madagascar. By S. Rocu, 
Assistant-Surgeon, Royal Artillery, C.M.Z.S., and Epwarp 
Newton, M.A., C.M.Z.S. Part IL. 

[Concluded from vol. iv. p. 275.] 

36. Coracopsis vaza (Bonaparte), Hartl. p. 58. “ Buoaz.” 

Is very common wherever there is forest. We saw great 
numbers, in the evening, passing over Ampasimbé in small 
parties of from a pair to six or seven individuals, whistling as 
they went. They were a great height up in the air, and evidently 
had been feeding in the low grounds near the sea, and were then 
going home to roost in the great forest of Alanamasaotra. The 
bird is constantly kept tame by the natives. 


37. Coracopsis NIGRA (Linn.), Hartl. p. 58. 

We only saw this bird once—a tame one, at Beforona. It was 
bought by our Indian cook; but it bit his fingers as he was 
putting it into a basket a few days afterwards, and he killed it 
in a rage. 


38. PorropsiTraA cana (Gm.), Hartl. p. 59. 

Seen in small flocks on the coast. Many were offered for 
sale at Tamatave. They appeared to be identical with the “ Per- 
tuche ” of this island. 
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39. Centropus TOLU (Linn.), Hartl. p. 60.  Tooloo.” 

Very common everywhere up to the end of the forest. It is the 
tamest and stupidest of birds, in habits putting one in mind of 
the Crotophaga ani of the West Indies. It has one note very 
peculiar, producing a very hollow indescribable sound, which at 
first we thought came from some species of Monkey. At Tama- 
tave we observed one building, on the 26th of September. 


40. Cova cÆRULEA (Linn.), Hartl. p. 60. “ Teesee-teesee.” 
Seen from the coast up to the forest. 


Aj. Cova cristata (Linn.), Hartl. p.62. “ Teesee-teesee.” ` 
One killed at Fantomasin, on the coast. 


42. Cucuzus rocuit, Hartl., P.Z.S., Nov. 11, 1862 *. 

One obtained. 

“In the Museum of the Royal College, Port Louis, there is 
a stuffed specimen which appears to be identical with the Mada- 
gascar species. It is labelled ‘ Coucou vulgaire (Cuculus cano- 
rus), tué au Piton par M. Legentil, le 1‘ 8°, 1845, offert au 
Musée Liénard.” This bird, together with the late Mons. Lié- 
nard’s valuable collection, has been most liberally presented to 
our local Museum by Mons. E. Liénard, fils. From this exam- 
ple it would appear that the species is an occasional straggler to 
our rocky island.”—E. N. 


43. Leptosomus AFER (Gmelin), Hartl. p. 63. <“ Evoon- 
dree-00.” 

We saw this bird from near Tamatave up to the end of the 
forest country. It has a peculiar habit of playing in the air 
above the forest for some time over the same place, ascending 


[* Wesubjoin Dr. Hartlaub’s description of this species, included in his 
former work as “ Cuculus canorus :°— 


“ CUCULUS ROCHII, sp. nov. 


“ Supra ardesiacus ; gutture pallidius cinereo ; pectore et abdomine in fundo 
albo-flavescente fasciis rarioribus angustis nigricantibus; subalaribus 
flavescenti-albidis, tenuissime ardesiaco fasciolatis; subcaudalibus 
ochraceis, maculis nonnullis nigris; rectricibus nigris, maculis rariori- 
bus minutis albis prope scapam notatis, omnium apicibus albis ; ala 
extus unicolore, nigricante, remigum pogoniis internis albo fasciatis 
vel postice transversım maculatis ; maxilla nigricante; mandibula flava, 
apice obscuro; pedibus flavis. Long. 10-11”; rostr. a fr.8™; al. 
5" 11”; caud. 5” 7-8'",”—Ep. | 
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almost perpendicularly, as it were by a jump, to a great height, 
and descending again in a curve nearly to the top of the trees, 
by almost closing its wings, at the same time uttering a whistle 
so like an Eagle’s that it was for a long time doubted by us 
whether the bird that performed this wonderful freak was not a 
Raptorial. However, after having several times watched it with 
our glasses, we satisfied ourselves that it was this species. Whilst 
one bird was thus playing, another would frequently answer its 
cry from a tree hard by. 


44, FUNINGUS MADAGASCARIENSIS (Linn.), Hartl. p. 64. 
‘ Feningo.” 

“I shot the first specimen of this species between Ranoma- 
fana and Ambatoheranana, on the 8th of October. The outer 
iris red, middle black, inner yellow; lore red; beak greenish at 
base, yellowish at tip.” —S. R. 

‘We met with them from the above-mentioned place until we 
reached Ambohitroni, on the opposite side of the plain of Ankay. 
In the forest they inhabited the tallest trees, sitting on the top- 
most boughs. Their flesh was inferior in flavour to that of the 
next species. 


45. VINAGO AUSTRALIS (Linn.), Hartl. p. 65. 

“ I shot one at Mamorack, on the coast, on the 3rd of October : 
it was exceedingly tame. Others were killed at Ranomafana on 
our return journey.” —E. N. 

“I generally found them in thick green trees with large 
leaves, under which they were wont to hide themselves. They 
were very common in the belt of forest along the coast, about 
three miles to the south of Foule Point, increasing in numbers 
as I proceeded northward. They live almost exclusively on fruit, 
and are deservedly prized by the French residents as an addition 
to their cuisine” —S. R. 


46. TURTUR PICTURATUS (Temm.), Hartl. p. 66. 

“I shot a pair on the coast between Mamorack and Vavone 
on the 5th of October. I have no hesitation in saying that it is 
specifically identical with the Turtle Dove found in Mauritius.” 
—$.R. 
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47. Gina capensis (Linn.), Hartl. p. 67. 

The only specimen obtained was killed at Tranomaro, on the 
coast, on the 2nd of November; another one was with it at the 
time. The species was not observed elsewhere. 


48. NUMIDA TIARATA, Bonaparte; Hartl. p. 68. “ Akonga.” 

Pretty generally distributed over the country up to Beforona, 
but commoner along the coast-line, where they are found in the 
early morning feeding amongst the ferns and brushwood on the 
outskirts of the forests. 

“ At Foule Point, in November, four eggs of this species were 
brought to me. They resemble highly-coloured examples of 
those of the domestic Guinea Fowl; long diameter 2°1 inch, 
transverse diameter 1:52 inch. In that neighbourhood the 
species is very common, and I saw several coveys between there 
and Nossi-bé. The natives often hunt them with dogs; and I 
was told that the birds, endeavouring to conceal themselves from 
the latter, will allow themselves to be taken in the hand, rather 
than fly or run into the open. When “treed,” they will re- 
main with their long necks stretched out in stupid astonish- 
ment as long as the dogs continue yelping underneath, paying 
no regard to their dangerous pursuers, and thus affording an 
easy shot to the native sportsman. The flavour of their flesh 
alters considerably with the food they have been eating.” —S. R. 


49, MARGAROPERDIX STRIATA (Gmelin), Hartl. p. 69. “Trou- 
trou.” 

Seen from the coast up to Ambodinagavo. 

“YT found them, in November, common within a short dis- 
tance of the sea, from Tamatave to Foule Point. At that time 
they were in pairs, and exceedingly tame. One pair, that a 
native fired at with my gun, flew but a short distance, and ran 
across an open space in full sight. The man had to take me 
over a river on his back to shoot them, when I found a broken 
egg in the hen bird. Iris black; bill bluish at base, with black 
tip; legs speckled, bluish olive.” —S. R. 


50. Turnrx Nrertcozzis (Gmelin), Hartl. p.70. “ Kiboo.” 
Seen from Boiboahazo upto Ankera-Madinika, the first vil- 
lage of the Hovah country that we passed. They were not 


observed in Madagascar. 169 


common on the coast; but a good many were found on the 
grassy. knolls about Ranomafana and Ampasimbé, where four 
and a half brace were obtained. 

“ I met with them in small numbers about Foule Point. Iris 
black ; legs flesh-colour; bill bluish.”—S. R. 


51. GLAREOLA GEOFFROYI, Pucheran; Hartl. p. 71. 

At our first haltmg-place on the road from Tamatave to the 
capital, on the Ist of October, we saw and shot several Pratin- 
coles. The river Hivoondroo runs out into the sea about a mile 
and a half below a village bearing the same name, and has on 
its left bank a treeless sandy plain. Here we found these 
birds, together with Sanderlings and two species of Plover. 
Unfortunately, those which we skinned were destroyed, and we 
have no specimens by which to identify them ; but we have little 
doubt that the Pratincoles were of the same species as an exam- 
ple afterwards obtained by Dr. Roch. 

‘ At Nossi-bé, a small village to the north of Tamatave, I 
found many Pratincoles in the native burial-ground, which ap- 
peared to be their breeding-place, though I was unable to dis- 
cover either eggs or young. Their manners strongly reminded 
me of those of the Lapwing—screaming high in the air, and 
then darting along the ground, as if to draw my attention away 
from their broods. I thus easily obtained several specimens. 
Their flesh at this time (so near the breeding-season) was, of 
course, dry.”—S. R. 


52. ? CHARADRIUS TENELLUS, Hartl. p. 72 *. 

A small species of Plover was several times seen by us along 
the coast, and one even on the plain of Ankay, between Moora- 
manga and Ambohitroni. 

“ I shot several of these birds at Nossi-bé.”—S. R. 


53. ? CALIDRIS ARENARIA (Linn.). 

On a sand-spit at Hivoondroo we killed two or three birds, 
which we feel sure were Sanderlings. Unfortunately, their skins 
were destroyed. They were in winter plumage. 


* [The specimens sent by Dr. Roch are not in good condition, and, being 
also apparently immature, some doubts may be entertained as to the 
species.—Ep.] 
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54. ? ARDEA PURPUREA, Linn.; Hartl. p. 73. 

We several times saw, and occasionally killed, a species much 
resembling the European Purple Heron. Unfortunately, as in 
the case of the preceding, all the skins were destroyed. 


55. ARDEA ELEGANS, J. Verreaux; Hartl. p. 73. 

“ T shot one at Farafata, about five miles to the north-west of 
Tamatave. Unlike other birds of its genus, it flies with its 
neck stretched out. I saw a pair, but only obtained one of 


them.”—S. R. 


56. ARDEA BUBULCUS, Savigny; Hartl. p. 74. 

“ At Antananarivo, on the 20th of October, a man brought me 
a female of this species alive. Iris yellow; lore greenish yellow ; 
lower mandible reddish ; legs brown.”—E. N. 

“ At Farafata I saw several of a small Egret, apparently the 
last named, taking short flights from bush to bush by the 
side of the lake.” —S. R. 


57. ARDEA RUFICRISTA, Verreaux; Hartl. p. 74. “ Voron- 
coonche.” 

Very common in the neighbourhood of Tamatave. We almost 
daily observed flocks of white Egrets on our journey up the 
country, even as far as the Mangourou, more than one hundred 
miles from the coast: they were in constant attendance on 
herds of cattle, from whose skins they would dexterously pick 
off the ticks and carapats. 

“ I also observed that, whenever the natives burnt brushwood 
or grass-land, these birds collected in numbers in the very smoke, 
to catch any insects that were thus driven from their resting- 
places. This species has the iris yellow.”—S. R. 


58. Scopus UMBRETTA, Gmelin; Hartl. p. 76. “ Thakat.” 

We first saw this species on the 15th of October, when about 
fifteen miles from the capital. Its flight is not Heron-like ; the 
head only is somewhat drawn in, and the legs are drawn up. 
At first sight, one is apt to take them for very short-tailed Eagles 
or Hawks; and hopes of Helotarsus ecaudatus came across us as 
we saw them. Colonel Middleton, our chief, saw one of them 
carrying a stick to its nest, and he afterwards shot the bird. 


m 
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The nest was an enormous mass of sticks, grass, roots, and 
rushes, at least four feet high by three feet wide, and even then 
was unfinished. It was situated in the fork of a tree, ten or 
twelve feet from the ground. In this almost treeless part of the 
country there are generally small scrubby clumps of low trees 
near each village, and it was in one of these that this nest was 
placed. 

“On my return from the capital I found four nests of this 
bird close together in one clump of trees. Three of them were 
in the same tree; the fourth on another, which had been par- 
tially blown down, and not more than six feet from the ground. 
It was with some difficulty that I climbed over the nest; and so 
solidly was it built, that it bore my weight. There were two 
entrances to this nest (the others had only one each) ; and not- 
withstanding the great size of the edifice, the chamber within 
hardly appeared large enough to contain its future tenants.’ — 
S. R. 


59. LoPxorisrs cristata (Gmelin), Hartl. p. 76. “ Tehe- 
coo-coohoo.” 

“ These birds were occasionally met with in the jungle and 
belt of forest along the sea-coast in the neighbourhood of Foule 
Point. I obtained a fine male specimen in the Mango-tope 
which surrounds the king’s house at the above-mentioned place. 
It had evidently come to visit a female kept in captivity there. 
I had an opportunity of seeing this latter feed, which it did by 
boring its bill into the soft earth, and thence extracting, with 
great dexterity, the worms, its principal food. There did not 
appear to be much difference between the sexes. The fiesh of 
these birds is exceedingly good. Iris golden brown ; naked skin 
round the eye reddish flesh-colour ; bill pale pea-green.”—E. N. 


60. Numenius pumopus (Linn.), Hartl. p. 77. ‘ Masha- 
vazan.” 


Common along the coast, but not very numerous. 


61. ? TrINGoIrDEs HYPoLEUCUS (Linn.), Hartl. p. 77. 
We several times saw what we believed to be the Common 
Sandpiper of Europe, and some specimens were shot, but, unfor- 
N à 
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tunately, not preserved. They did not appear further up the 
country than Ranomafana, about twenty-three miles from the 
coast. 

62. GALLINAGO BERNIERI, Pucheran; Hartl. p. 78. “ Rav- 
rav.” 

This species was tolerably common along the coast, where it 
had evidently just been breeding, as Dr. Roch found a young 
one, about four days old, on the 3rd of October, between Tra- 
nomaro and Mamorack. Unfortunately it was not preserved. 
In colouring it approached the young Gallinago scolopacinus 
more than either G. major or G. gallinula. In the valleys near 
Ambohitroni, about ninety-four miles from the coast, we found 
this species more numerous, and in about half an hour killed 
nine couple. Their flight was slow and steady, and they did 
not twist in the least. These were evidently not breeding. The 
largest we measured was 19°25 inches in extent of wing, and 
17:5 inches from the tip of the bill to the end of the tail. 
Sixteen appeared to be the normal number of tail-feathers. We 
have been told that they were shot in great numbers near the 
capital, about a month or so after we were there—one French- 
man killing a hundred and thirty m a week. We did not 
observe the species beyond Ambohitroni. 

“ One that I shot at Foule Point, on the 13th of November, 
weighed 74 silver five-franc pieces. This bird did not measure 
quite as much as the one mentioned above. Iris and bill black ; 
legs slate-colour.”—S. R. 


63. RuyncHæA capensis (Linn.), Hartl. p. 78. “ Rav-rav.”’ 

We met with these birds from Andoviranto on the coast, to 
Ambohitroni. They were nowhere very common, and generally 
not more than a solitary bird ora pair was to be be found in the 
same place, though on one occasion three or four were seen 
together. They lie very close in rice-fields or marshes, and 
their flight is slow and straight. They seldom fly far. The 
natives do not distinguish between them and Snipes. 

“ I shot a pair of these birds at Farafata.””—S. R. 


64. PARRA ALBINUCHA, Is. Geoffroy ; Hartl. p. 78. 
Tolerably common on the lakes near the coast, where water-lilies 


observed in Madagascar. 173 


grow; the majorityof these lakes, however, being slightly brackish, 
are not suited to such plants. These birds are exceedingly tame, 
and allow you to approach in a canoe within easy gun-range as 
they walk on the water-lily leaves. If missed, they scuttle along 
the surface of the water with their long toes trailing in it, and 
alight on another patch of lilies, perhaps not fifty yards from their 
former position. 

“In some places the natives regard them with superstitious 
feelings, and do not like them to be killed.”—S. R. 


65. BIENSIS MADAGASCARIENSIS, J. Verreaux; Hartl. p. 79. 
“ Kuru-kuru.” 

“ At Boiboahazo I saw a boy with a small Water-Rail alive, but 
I had not time to skin it. It appeared to be the same as those 
afterwards obtained by Dr. Roch.” —E. N. 

“I did not meet with this bird so frequently as with the next 
species. Their flight is excessively short, and they trust to their 
feet rather than to their wings for safety. It was consequently 
difficult to find them without a dog. I shot a male and female 
in a marsh near Foule Point, on the 14th of November.”—S. R. 


66. CANIRALLUS KIOLOIDES (Pucheran), Hartl. p. 80. ‘ Chi- 
cosa.” 

We found this bird occasionally in the rank vegetation of the 
lakes on the coast. 

“I shot a male and female, which appeared to me to have 
paired, at Farafata, on the 8th of November. Iris reddish 
brown; bill dark pinkish olive, with black tip; legs dark 
olive. Length from the tip of the bill to the end of the tail 13 
inches; extent of wing 16 inches.”—S. R. 


ot. PoRPHYRIO MADAGASCARIENSIS (Gmel.), Hartl. p. 81. 
“ Thalaveen.” 

Observed near Tamatave. 

“These birds were very common at Farafata and Foule Point. 
I obtained several specimens at both places, and a nest with eggs 
at the former in November. On the 13th of that month I shot 
two well-grown young ones. The flesh of these birds is de- 
servedly prized for the table. Iris brown; bill and bald patch 
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on forehead red ; a dark patch on the side of the former ; legs 
reddish flesh-colour.”—S. R. 


. GALLINULA PYRRHORRHOA, A. Newton, P.Z.S., 1861, 
pp. 18, 19. G. chloropus, Hartl. (non Linn.), p. 81. 
Not uncommon in the neighbourhood of Tamatave. It is 
possible that this species may have been introduced into Mauri- 
tius from Madagascar. 


69. Nerrapus auritus (Boddaert), Hartl. p. 82. 

This pretty little Duck is very numerous on the lakes near the 
coast, and affords both excellent sport and an excellent second 
course. They are generally wild, but sometimes allow a canoe to 
approach within gun-shot. They sit low in the water, like the 
true Diving Ducks. Upon being disturbed, they fly with great 
rapidity. On one occasion a pair were observed sitting on a low 
tree overhanging the water. If wounded, they are difficult to 
pick up, from their expertness in diving. 


70. ANAS XANTHORHYNCHA, Forster. A. flavirostris, A. Smith, 
Ill. S. Afr. Zool. pl. 96. “ Rahak.” 

The only specimen preserved was brought to Dr. Roch at 
Tamatave. We afterwards saw the species up the country, at 
Ampasimpotsi, about seventy-four miles from the coast. 


71. DAFILA ERYTHRORHYNCHA (Gmelin), Hartl. p. 82. 

“ I shot three specimens of this species at Nossi-bé, where 
they were seen hovering over the rice-fields in tolerable numbers. 
Their flight was much more rapid than that even of Nettapus 
auritus. I think I also saw them on the great plain near 
Mooramanga.”—NS. R. | 


72. DenpRocyeNna viDuATA (Linn.), Hartl. p. 83. “ Thar- 
kika,”  Churu-ru.” | 

Found from the coast to the great plam near Ambohitroni, 
sometimes in large flocks of from twenty to sixty. They were 
very tame, and easily shot. 

“The latter of the above two native names, by which this 
bird is more generally known, is probably taken from its note. 
On shooting one of a pair, the survivor would commonly return 
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for its mate, and hover round until it, in its turn, fell a victim to 
its constancy.”—S. R. 

73. DENprocY&NA arcuata (Cuvier), Horsfield, Zool. Res. 
pl. 

“ I saw this species, which in habits much resembles the last- 
named, at Ambohitroni, and also at Nossi-bé, where I ob- 
tained a specimen.” —S. R. 


` 74. Popicers PELZELNI, Hartl. p. 83. 

“When crossing the Mangourou, near Ambohitroni, on the 
24th of October, a small Grebe was seen. The next day, on a 
little swamp in the great plain, I shot a male. This plain, I 
may mention, is a delightful spot for an ornithologist ; and I am 
sure we should have been well repaid, had we been able to stay 
there a week. The iris of this bird is red’—E. N. 

“ I saw what I believe to have been a specimen of this species 
at Nossi-bé.”—S. R. 

75. THALASSIDROMA MELANOGASTRA, Gould, Ann. & Mag. 
N. H. 1844, vol. xiii. p. 867; B. Austral. vol. vu. pl. 62. 

Several of these small Petrels followed us on our voyage from 
Mauritius to Tamatave ; and the day before we made the land of 
Madagascar, one was caught by a piece of thread, which had 
been thrown over the taffrail to trail in the sea. It was a male. 


76. ? Larus (sp. indet.). 
A Gull was observed by us in the roadstead of Tamatave on 
our arrival there in September. 


77. Puatton PHa@Nicurvs, Linn.; Hartl. p. 86. 
The day we made the land, a Red-tailed Tropic-bird kept 
near the ship for some short time. 


78. PHañron FLAVIROSTRIS, Brandt; Hartl. p. 86. 
Several were seen near the coast. 


79. ? Hazteus AFRICANUS (Gmelin), Hartl. p. 86. 

“ On our return journey, on the 24th of October, I saw two 
Cormorants, probably of this species—one on the Antataby and 
one on the Mangourou.”—E. N. 

“I saw a Cormorant, at Nossi-bé, which appeared to me very 
similar to the bird found on the marshes near Calcutta.”—S. R. 
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Note.—“ An example of Eurystomus madagascariensis (No. 13 
of this paper), obtained in Mauritius, is preserved in our Mu- 
seum. As, for some months preceding the time of year when it 
was taken, a strong trade-wind constantly blows from the east- 
ward, Į am inclined to think it is more likely to have been a 
bird escaped from confinement, than to have strayed here from 
Madagascar of itself. I am indebted to Mons. Bouton, the 
Secretary to the Royal Society of Arts and Sciences, for the fol- 
lowing extract from the manuscript Proceedings of the old 
‘Société d’Histoire Naturelle de Maurice,’ respecting its cap- 
ture :— 

‘€ Note sur un Rollier de Madagascar pris dans les forêts de 
Visle Maurice, lue à une séance de la société d’histoire natu- 
relle, le 15 janvier, 1834, par M. Julien Desjardins. 

“ < En 1826, à la fin du mois de novembre, j’apercus dans les 
bois qui avoisinent la Rivière Françoise au quartier de Flacq, un 
gros oiseau qui m’était tout-à-fait inconnu. Mon domestique 
étant parvenu, après l’avoir poursuivi assez loin à l’étourdir d’un 
coup de pierre, je l’emportai aussitôt. Je fus assez heureux 
pour le faire revenir à la ville, et même je pus le conserver en 
cage pendant une dizaine de jours. Pendant cette courte cap- 
tivité, je le nourrissais de pain et de riz, cuit à Peau, et j’ajoutais 
quelquefois un fruit qu’il mangeait avec le même plaisir que les 
aliments cuits. Son cri, qu’il faisait entendre plusieurs fois dans 
la journée, rassemblait à un coassement assez fort et désagréable. 
I] mourut après avoir langui quelques jours ; et comme il avait 
été mis dans une cage trop petite, et où ses mouvements étaient 
très gênés, son beau plumage en souffrit? ?’—E. N. 


ERRATA IN PART I. OF THIS PAPER*. 

Page 267, line 3, for “ Margaroperdix striata” read “ Turnix 
nigricollis”. 

Ibidem, line 6 from bottom, for “ Imesina ” read “ Imerina”. 

Page 275, line 16, for “ Ankaranickra” read ‘“ Ankera Madi- 
mika 

Ibidem, line 23 et seqq., for “ at Ampasimbé, on the great plain 
near the Mangourou. It was”, &e., read, “at Ampasimbé. 
On the great plain near the Mangourou, it was”, &c. 


* Ibis, vol. iv. p. 265. 
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[In the collection of skins sent home by Dr. Roch is one of 
an Avicida in immature plumage, which is considered by Mr. 
Gurney to be the bird described by Sir A. Smith (S. Afr. Journ. 
ii. p. 285) as Pernis madagascariensis. This species is united by 
Hartlaub (p. 19) to Avicida verreauxii of South Africa, but it 
seems to be distinct from that species, and should stand as 
Avicida madagascariensis. There is no note by Dr. Roch re- 
specting this specimen.—Ep. | 


XVII.—Notes on the Birds breeding in the Neighbourhood of 
Sydney, New South Wales. By E. P. Ramsay, Esq., of 
Dobroyde. 


1. The Emeu Wren (Stipiturus noce Gould, B. Austr. 
iii. pl. 31). 


I had for many days visited the swamps upon Long Island, 
where these birds were very plentiful, in hopes of finding them 
breeding ; but it was not until the 25th of September 1861, that 
I succeeded in discovering a nest, although I had watched them 
for hours together for several days. 

While walking along the edge of the swamp, however, on this 
day, I was agreeably surprised by disturbing a female, which flew 
from my feet out of an overhanging tuft of grass growing only a 
few yards from the water’s edge. Upon lifting up the leaves of the 
grass, which had been bent down by the wind, I found its nest 
carefully concealed near the roots, and containing three eggs. 
As the bird did not fly far, but remained close by, in a small 
Swamp-oak (Casuarina, sp.), I had a good opportunity of 
satisfying myself that it was a veritable “ Emeu Wren.” The 
eggs were, of course, quite warm, and within a few days of being 
hatched: this may account for the bird being so unwilling to 
leave the spot ; for when I returned about five minutes afterwards, 
the female was perched upon the same tuft of grass, and within a 
few inches from where I had taken the nest. The whole nest 
is of an oval form (but that part which one might term the true 
nest is perfectly round), placed upon its side; the mouth very 
large, taking up the whole of the upper part of the front. It is very 
shallow—so much so that, if tilted slightly, the eggs would roll 


